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the usual lack of the pupils' interest in mathe-
matics is that the instruction follows abstract,
instead of concrete lines. The teachers are apt
to forget that the ability of the pupils to work
long and intricate sums is not so important as their
ability to apply the knowledge of these subjects to
the actual conditions of every-day business life.
The emphasis on practical work has tended to
improve the teaching of geometry in recent years,
but even now sufficient practice is not given to the
pupils in actual measurements and in the use of
the rule, the compass and other instruments.
Finally, there is need for greater co-operation be-
tween the teachers of mathematics and of the
other subjects of the curriculum, especially nature
study, drawing, science and geography.
B.   THE NATURAL SCIENCES
The principal feature of the course of studies
in the natural sciences is the harmonious union
of all such subjects as are comprised in the natural
sciences, viz., botany, zoology, geology, astrono-
my, physiology, physics, chemistry and hygiene.
Biology is taught in the lower section of all types
of schools and, in addition, in O II (nth school
year) in the Gymnasium and Realgymnasium and
in U II, U I and O I in the Oberrealsckule and
Deutsche Oberschule. Physics is begun in the
middle section, while the study of chemistry is
confined to the four highest classes.1
* For a summary of the Science syllabus see Appendix D.